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of people living with HIV also have either hepatitis B or hepatitis C. World-
wide, one in twelve people is living with viral hepatitis. 

We must make sure that this ‘‘silent epidemic’’ does not go unnoticed by 
health professionals or by communities across our country. Under the Af-
fordable Care Act, services including hepatitis immunizations for adults 
and hepatitis screenings for pregnant women are fully covered by all new 
insurance plans. My Administration has also released a comprehensive Ac-
tion Plan for the Prevention, Care and Treatment of Viral Hepatitis. The 
plan brings together expertise and tools across government to coordinate 
our fight against this deadly disease. Our goal is to reduce the number of 
new infections, increase status awareness among people with hepatitis, and 
eliminate the transmission of hepatitis B from mothers to their children. 

The first step toward achieving these goals is raising public awareness of 
this life-threatening disease. We must work to reduce the stigma sur-
rounding hepatitis, and to ensure that testing, information, counseling, and 
treatment are available to all who need it. The hard work and dedication 
of health-care professionals, researchers, and advocates will help bring us 
closer to this goal. On this day, we renew our support for those living with 
hepatitis, and for their families, friends, and communities who are working 
to create a brighter, healthier future. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 28, 2011, as World 
Hepatitis Day. I encourage citizens, Government agencies, nonprofit organi-
zations, and communities across the Nation to join in activities that will 
increase awareness about hepatitis and what we can do to prevent it. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh 
day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8697 of August 4, 2011 

Suspension of Entry as Immigrants and Nonimmigrants of 
Persons Who Participate in Serious Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Law Violations and Other Abuses 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The United States enduring commitment to respect for human rights and 
humanitarian law requires that its Government be able to ensure that the 
United States does not become a safe haven for serious violators of human 
rights and humanitarian law and those who engage in other related abuses. 
Universal respect for human rights and humanitarian law and the preven-
tion of atrocities internationally promotes U.S. values and fundamental 
U.S. interests in helping secure peace, deter aggression, promote the rule 
of law, combat crime and corruption, strengthen democracies, and prevent 
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humanitarian crises around the globe. I therefore have determined that it 
is in the interests of the United States to take action to restrict the inter-
national travel and to suspend the entry into the United States, as immi-
grants or nonimmigrants, of certain persons who have engaged in the acts 
outlined in section 1 of this proclamation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, by the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and the laws of the United States of America, 
including section 212(f) of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952, as 
amended (8 U.S.C. 1182(f)), and section 301 of title 3, United States Code, 
hereby find that the unrestricted immigrant and nonimmigrant entry into 
the United States of persons described in section 1 of this proclamation 
would be detrimental to the interests of the United States. I therefore here-
by proclaim that: 

Section 1. The entry into the United States, as immigrants or non-
immigrants, of the following persons is hereby suspended: 

(a) Any alien who planned, ordered, assisted, aided and abetted, com-
mitted or otherwise participated in, including through command responsi-
bility, widespread or systematic violence against any civilian population 
based in whole or in part on race; color; descent; sex; disability; member-
ship in an indigenous group; language; religion; political opinion; national 
origin; ethnicity; membership in a particular social group; birth; or sexual 
orientation or gender identity, or who attempted or conspired to do so. 

(b) Any alien who planned, ordered, assisted, aided and abetted, com-
mitted or otherwise participated in, including through command responsi-
bility, war crimes, crimes against humanity or other serious violations of 
human rights, or who attempted or conspired to do so. 
Sec. 2. Section 1 of this proclamation shall not apply with respect to any 
person otherwise covered by section 1 where the entry of such person 
would not harm the foreign relations interests of the United States. 

Sec. 3. The Secretary of State, or the Secretary’s designee, in his or her sole 
discretion, shall identify persons covered by section 1 of this proclamation, 
pursuant to such standards and procedures as the Secretary may establish. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary of State shall have responsibility for implementing 
this proclamation pursuant to such procedures as the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Homeland Security, may establish. 

Sec. 5. For any person whose entry is otherwise suspended under this 
proclamation entry will be denied, unless the Secretary of State determines 
that the particular entry of such person would be in the interests of the 
United States. In exercising such authority, the Secretary of State shall con-
sult the Secretary of Homeland Security on matters related to admissibility 
or inadmissibility within the authority of the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity. 

Sec. 6. Nothing in this proclamation shall be construed to derogate from 
United States Government obligations under applicable international agree-
ments, or to suspend entry based solely on an alien’s ideology, opinions, 
or beliefs, or based solely on expression that would be considered pro-
tected under U.S. interpretations of international agreements to which the 
United States is a party. Nothing in this proclamation shall be construed 
to limit the authority of the United States to admit or to suspend entry of 
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particular individuals into the United States under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.) or under any other provision of U.S. 
law. 

Sec. 7. This proclamation is not intended to, and does not, create any right 
or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any 
party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its of-
ficers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

Sec. 8. This proclamation is effective immediately and shall remain in ef-
fect until such time as the Secretary of State determines that it is no longer 
necessary and should be terminated, either in whole or in part. Any such 
termination shall become effective upon publication in the Federal Reg-
ister. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of 
August, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8698 of August 5, 2011 

National Health Center Week, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Across our Nation, over 19 million Americans look to community health 
centers for medical checkups, education, advice, and critical services that 
keep them healthy. Throughout National Health Center Week, we recommit 
to supporting this vital resource for underserved communities, and we rec-
ognize the critical role community health centers play in our health-care 
system. 

Every day, men, women, and children find help at community health cen-
ters. These centers lead the way in providing high-quality services at an af-
fordable cost, while lifting up the quality of life for their patients. We see 
the results among Medicaid beneficiaries—those receiving care from a 
health center are less likely to be unnecessarily hospitalized or visit an 
emergency room. We also see the effects in rural areas with community 
health centers, where hospitals see fewer uninsured emergency room visits. 
These health centers are easy to access—Americans can find a health center 
near them by using the ‘‘Find a Health Center’’ tool at www.HRSA.gov. 

My Administration continues to support these centers. Between the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act and the Affordable Care Act, new 
funding has been committed to support technology and infrastructure up-
dates to existing centers, as well as the construction of new ones. These 
laws also provided for important new initiatives that will benefit all Ameri-
cans. The Affordable Care Act provided for the Health Centers Advanced 
Primary Care Practice demonstration project, which will use community 
health centers to test the impact of team-based treatment approaches on the 
care of elderly patients. 
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